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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by Hooper; Jeff 
Duwayne et al. [US 5734980 A]. 



As per claim 1, Hooper teaches: 

A circuit ( in view of the steps of Figure 2) operative to acquire a more-preferred stored system 
identification (SID) element comprising: memory (column 6, lines 41 to 65) containing a 
roaming list that 

includes a plurality of stored SID elements ranked according to an order of preference (column 6, 
lines 52 to 54) including at least one more-preferred stored SID element and at least one less- 
preferred stored SID element (column 6, lines 54 to 65, the more-preferred and less-preferred 
SID elements are being interpreted to be any SID element that is ranked above Or below 

respectively one another); and 

logic circuitry, operatively coupled to the memory, and operative to perform a first more- 
preferred SID acquisition sequence and then a second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence 
that includes repeatedly attempting acquisition of the at least one more-preferred stored SID 
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element using a same frequency during the second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence, 
(e.g. A service provider may have initially obtained a license to provide cellular service in a 
single geographical area but may have not had the financial resources to obtain cellular licenses 
in other geographical areas. Later, even with sufficient financial resources, the service provider 
may still have been shut out of other geographical areas due to a dwindling supply of available 
cellular licenses. However, acquisition of newly available PCS licenses will allow the service 
provider to enter additional geographical areas. For example, a single service provider may 
operate the cellular system 1 18 in Seattle, the PCS system 136 in Houston, the PCS system 154 
in Chicago and the PCS system 170 in New York or have a unique roaming agreement with 
those systems. A subscriber enrolling with the service provider in Seattle will have the cellular 
system 118 designated as the home system for the mobile terminal. Previously, if the subscriber 
roamed to Houston, Chicago and New York, their mobile terminal would select the cellular 
systems 132, 1 46 and 160 in each of these cities. However, in accordance with the teachings of 
the present invention, by storing a list of preferred systems in the memory of the mobile 
terminal which ranlcs the commonly owned systems (the PCS systems 136, 154 and 172) 
higher than systems owned by others, for example, by ranking the PCS systems 136, 154 
and 172 first, second and third, the subscriber's mobile terminal will select systems owned 
by the service provider over systems owned by others : Col.l2; 31-Col.l3; 15). 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claims 2, 7, and 11, including wherein the logic 
circuitry is operative to attempt acquisition of the at least one less-preferred stored SID element 
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as part of performing the second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence. See, column 9, lines 
12 to 28 and Figure 2. 

Hooper also discloses all the elements/steps of claims 3,12, and 17, including wherein 
the logic circuitry is operative to perform the second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence if 
the more-preferred stored SID element is not acquired during the first more-preferred SID 
acquisition sequence. See, column 10, line 65 to column 11, line 13 and Figure 2. 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claim 4, including, wherein the logic circuitry is 
operative to attempt acquisition by comparing received broadcast SID information with one of 
the plurality of stored SID elements ranked according to an order of preference including at least 
one more-preferred stored SID element and at least one less-preferred stored SID element. See, 
column 9, lines 1 to 1 1 and claim 1 . 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claims 5 and 13, including wherein the roaming list 
includes a (storing) first more-preferred stored SID element, (storing) a second more-preferred 
stored SID element, and a plurality of less preferred SID elements wherein logic circuitry is 
operative to perform the second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence, that includes 
repeatedly attempting acquisition of the first more-preferred stored SID element, repeatedly 
attempting acquisition of the second more-preferred stored SID element and a single acquisition 
attempt of each of the at least one less-preferred stored SID element. See column 9, line 46 to 
column 10, line 65 and Figiire 2, for example, if two frequencies are searched and the second 
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frequency is determined and stored at step 92 and there are no fiirther frequencies to search then 
repeated acquisition of a first and a second more-preferred SID have been done at steps 86 and 
90 and single attempted acquisitions have been attempted in step 94 for the other stored SIDs for 
the first fi-equency scanned. 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claim 9, including the logic circuitry camps on 
at least one less-preferred stored SID element if acquisition on the at least one less-preferred 
stored SID element is available (column 10, lines 47 to 64) and if acquisition on the at least one 
more-preferred store SID element is unavailable (Id.), and wherein the logic circuitry camps on 
the at least one more-preferred SID stored element if the at least one more-preferred stored SID 
element is acquired at any time (column 10, line 65 to column 1 1 line 13). 

Hooper discloses all the steps of claim 15, including, receiving broadcast SID 

information, wherein attempting acquisition is based on comparing the received broadcast SID 

information with one of the Plurality of stored SID elements. See, column 9, lines 1 to 1 1. 

Hooper also discloses all the steps of claim 18, including attempting acquisition of the at 

least one less-preferred stored SID element as part of performing the second more-preferred SID 

acquisition sequence. See, coliimn 9, lines 12 to 28. 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claim 20, including camping on the at least one more- 
preferred stored SID element if acquisition of the at least one more-preferred stored SID element 
is available (column 9, lines 1 to 1 1); and camping on the at least one less-preferred stored SID 
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element if acquisition of the at least one less-preferred stored SID element is available and if 
acquisition of the at least one more-preferred stored SID element is unavailable (column 10, lines 
47 to 64). 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claim 16. See the rejection of claims 9 and 20. 
Hooper also discloses all the elements of dependent claim 21, including wherein the 
more-preferred stored SID element defines the home system. See, step 78. of Fig.2. 

Claims 6, 8, !0, 14, 19, are the wireless device, memory containing instructions 
executable by one or more processing devices, method claims, corresponding to the logic 
circuitry claim 1 respectively, and rejected under the same rational set forth in connection with 
the rejection of claim 1 respectively, above. 

Response to Amendments & Remarks 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21, have been fiiUy considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Sharad Rampuria whose telephone number is (571) 272-7870. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. (8:30-5 EST). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dwayne Bost can be reached on (571) 272-7023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sharad Rampuria/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2617 



